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"Princess Sirindhorn's Flat-backed Millipede": Maejo University’s

Pride in Discovering a New Species for the World, Honoring the 70th Birthday

of H. R H Prlncess Maha Chakri Slrlndhorn

)/ { / ':J,

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Natdanai Likhitrakarn
Program in Agriculture, Faculty of Agricultural Production, Maejo University

On the auspicious occasion of the 70th. Birthday Anniversary of Her Royal Highness The full research paper has been published in the ‘international academic journal
Prlncess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn; the Faculty of Agricultural Production at Maejo Tropical Natural History (2025). This achievement reflects the- academic strength of the -
University is immensely proud to be part of a significant international contribution to “Faculty of Agricultural Production-at Maejo University; which focuses not oh_’iy on
‘biodiversity knewledge through the announcement of a newly discovered flat-backed production but also prioritizes fundamental research in taxonomy to build a biodiversity
millipede species, graciously granted the royal name “Princess Sirindhorn's Flat-backed database. This serves as a crucial foundation for extending into sustainable agricultural
Millipede” (King Kue Ta Kheb Chao Fa). (R ~ utilization and elevating Thai research to the global stage. ,

At the recent press conference organized by the Center of Excellence on - For those interested, more details and the full research article can be accessed
Biodiversity, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University at the Maha Chulalongkorn via the links below:
Building, the research team led by Associate Professor Dr. Natdanai Likhitrakarn from the Press Release: httr)s://www.matichon.co.th/local/education/neWS_5521313
Faculty of Agricultural Production, Maejo University, presented this valuable discovery. Full Research Article: https://1i01.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/tnh/article/view/266228

This research was a collaborative effort with Professor Dr. Somsak Panha from
Chulalongkorn University and Prof. Dr. Sergei Golovatch, an expert from the Russian

Academy of Sciences.

“Princess Sirindhorn's Flat-backed Millipede,” scientifically named Ywennanina

sirindhornae Likhitrakarn, Golovatch & Panha, 2025, was discovered at Huai Nam Dang,

Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai Province. The specific epithet is derived from the Royal .
Name of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to honor Her Royal Highness as the

"Princess of Taxonomy," who has long prioritized the conservation of natural resources

and Thailand's biodiversity.
The academic significance of this discovery lies in the first-ever report of the genus
| Yuennanina in Thailand and Southeast Asia. Previously, only three species in this genus
had been reported, all found exclusively in Yunnan Province, Chin'a, making them
extremely rare. This discovery effectively expands the known geographical distribution of
this genus to cover our region.
Distinctive characteristics of Princess Sirindhorn's Flat-backed Millipede include its
Small, naturally beautiful size, with a body length of approximately 19-22 millimeters
comprising ’20 segments. The‘reddish—brown body‘centrasts with yellowish-brown legs.

The unique taxonomic feature distinguishing it from other species is the-male reproductive

organ (gonopods), Which is hammer-shaped with a flattened, spiny tip that curls into

a circle, resembling the circinate venation of a young fern frond. This is a unique trait - Figure 2 Associate Professor Dr. Natdanai Likhitrakarn presents the discovery

rarely seen in this group of millipedes. . ST TR, : of the new species, Princess Sirindhorn's Flat-backed Millipede

Figure 1 A) Photograph of Princess Sirindhorn's Flat-backed Millipede B) Characteristics of the male reproductive organ (genopod) showing the tip curled into a circle
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