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The Faculty of Agricultural products, Maejo University has been offering agricultural
pragrams for-a long time, covering_ the production of various types of vege’tables’ and
plants. One of them is the orchid, a-type of plant that is distinctive, t;eautiful and eye-
“catching. This makes it a“plant that many people are interested in and admire among
agriculturists and those who are not. Since Maejo University is the agricultural oriented
university so it puts the importance on orchids. The university once organized the
4™ Pacific Orchid Show (APOC4) from January 20-26,1992, at that time | had just started
working at Maejb University. Fortunately, 1 had an opportunity to take part in the

‘preparation of the section concerning ornamental plants. The work is divided among "

different acad_emic disciplines, each responsible for Specific/ areas of the work.

| was assigned to help with the orchid gardening section, even though at that time

| has no knowledge about orchid gardening. Since orchids have unique beauty, | and my
students wo,rked:c_Ogether to create a beautiful orchid garden. On opening day, many
people showed interest in the orchid garden, taking photos and admiring its beauty.
‘ Interestingly,'Queen Sirikit presided over the opening ceremony of this event. Her Majesty
viewed the orchid exhibition and contest and talked to the president of Maejo University

(Professor Rapee Sagarik and Lieutenant General Pang Malakul Na Ayutthaya that
“Orchids are beautiful but one day it will disappear. | was to see Thai orchids to be

preserved. “Later on, Maejo University had followed the royal initiative to actively support
work related to orchids. Budget had been allocated for the construction of a learning
center and a repository of knowledge about orchids, co&ering the entire cultivation
pProcess frpm upstre_am' to downstream. Also, there was the e'stablivs nment of “The Royal

project to restore Thai orchids to the wide”. This aimed to conceive Thai orchids and bring
it back to the forest as well as to transfer technolbgy on orchid propagation to cope with
the demand for orchid seédling. It can be said that Maejo University has cohtinuously
‘responded to this task up to the present day.

Regarding 1o the development of concerned personal, there should be provided at
all Ievel,' from experts in orchids to students and those interested in orchids. This should
involve continuous communication and collaboration to define clear directions and goals.
This includes organizing orchid competitions to develop and improve new orchid varieties,
allowing more people to enjoy and cultivate orchids. Interestingly, a highlight of orchids at
Maejo University is the “Orchid Road” that runs past the uniVersity’s sports center. This
road is especially beautiful when the orchids ére in bloom, attracting many people to
admire them. Therefore, the u.niversity should add more orchids for the decoration and

conservation of various orchid varieties. Besides, it instills in students an appreciation fir
the beauty and value of orchids. This helps awaken their consciousness to cherish and

helps preserve orchids so that they may continue to thrive at Maejo University forever.
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- Conclusions

: The methods for developing orchids are as follows:
1. From an academic p"erspective, new knowledge is being created for the
comprehensive development of orchid varieties and propagation.
2. In terms of academic services, there are short-term training courses to cultivate
orchid growers, as well as the addition of orchid-related courses to the curriculum
for students and those interested. Actually, orchids can create careers, as well -as
organizing various orchid exhibitions to build networks and collect orchid varieties.
Factors effecting the success of orchid development: , | |
1. The dedication and commitment of the staff result in integrated teamwork.
) Support from administrators at all levels ensures that the importance of this issue

is recognized at every level, from the curriculum level to the faculty level and the
university level. o _

3. Organize activities related to orchids in all aspects such as orchids for food,

orchids for medicinal use, orchids forcompetitioné to highlight their importance to

relevant personnel.

4. Promote orchids actively and continuously. _
5. Create a network related to orchids, such as alumni and the Orchids Revival Project.
6. Clearly define the policies and directions of the university and faculties. |
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