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Vanda coerulea belongé to the genus Vanda, which is native to the Himalayan

Mountain range, extending from northern India, Myanmar, Laos and northern Th’.ailand.
When it comes to Vanda coerulea, orchid growers all want to own one because it has a

long-standing reputation and- was extremely rare in the past. Moreover, it is widely

acknowledged that Vanda coeruleais one of the most beautiful orchids in the world. Apart

from the people living in the valleys, people in the lowlands have almost no opporfunity to-

‘own this orchid. This type of brchid is therefore a precious blue gem, highly sought after
and desired by many to possess.

Vanda coerulea can be found in the evergréen forest of northern Thailand,‘ at -

altitudes of 1,000 meters above sea level. This orchid is also known by many other names
‘such as: Podonya and Potok. The provinces when Vanaa coerulea is found are Chiang
Mai, Chiang Rai; Mae Hong Son and Tak. In the past, Vanda coerulea was a highly
sought-after orchid among orchid growers, to the point that villagers living in the
mountains were hired to bring sacks of Vanda coerulea to sell in the market to orchid
. growers. This has caused the number of Vanda coerulea plants in northern Thailand to

decline to an alarmin'g level and bring them close to extinction. CITES, an international
organization dedicated to preserving wildlife and plant species, has listed Vanda coerulea

in Appendix |, along with the genUs Dendrabium labata. In fact, Appendix | refers to
éndangegéd wild plants species and international trade is strictly prohibited. However, the
plants intended for export must be those bbtained through artificial propagation. It was
not until 2006 that Vanda coerulea was removed from Appendix | and moved to Appendix

‘I‘I,' allowing it to be widely cultivated in the country. Importantly, the cultivation is done

through tissue culture or seed propagation in laboratories. This hasled to exports and the
development of hybrid orchid varieties both domestically and internationally.
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Currently, it is found that there are many hybrid orchids that bear a striking

resemblances to Vanda coerulea, ranging in color from light blue to dark blue. 1t is

~ possible that the orchid may have around 25-350% genes. Interestingly, some plants are

so similar that it’s almost impossible to diétinguish then from true Vanda orchids or
hybrids. Indeed, the charm of the Vanda orchid lies in the intricate patterns of its petals.
The darker the patterns, the more beautiful the Vanda orchid becomes.

' Vanda coerulea contains important phytochemicals from the stilbenoids group,

‘such as imbricatin (main ‘compound), methoxycoelonin and flavidin. In addition, Vanda

coerulea is widely researched in the beauty industry since it helps stimUIate proteins that ;
retain water in the skin (e.g. Aquaporin 3). It also helps prevent wrinkles and extends the
lifespan of skin cells. Therefore, Vanda coerulea is considered to be a relatively impor’tant

orchid species in the cosmetics industry.

Propagation of Vanda coerulea for conservation and breeding purposes.

In wild or natural conditions, the propagation rate of Vanda coerulea is relatively low,
and its growth is quite slow. Cdupled with fluctuating énvironmental and climatic conditions,
tissue culture propagation of the orchid is now being carried out using seed pods. The
resulting seedlings are réleased- back into the wild to conserve the orchia and prevent its
extinction. For examples, there are the project to restore Thai orchids to the wild of Ma'ejo

University initiated by Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and Queen Sirikit botanic Garden in Chiang

Mai province.
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