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Jewel Orchid: The Legacy of Forest Beauty Leads to Economic and Medicinal Value
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Jewel Orchid: The Legacy of Forest Beauty Leads

‘Jewel orchid’ is the name given to a group of terrestrial orchids that possess a
u'nique and distinctive character. It is a succulent, herbaceous plant with stems that creep
‘horizontally along the ground. The ultimate charm of this orchid lies not in its flower, but in
its ‘leaves’, which feature.an intricate network of veins. When exposed to sunlight, it
sparkles and shimme_rs like genuihe natural gemstones. In addition, to its aesthetic value,
the stems are leaves can also be dried and processed into herbal tea for therapeutic
puUrposes. | ¢

Applications

Due to its beautiful appearance and beneficial properties, the jewel orchid has many
uses, including the following: / | . | 3 |

1. In the field of art and gardéning' - It is popularly used to create miniature gardens

in glass bottles or jars. |

2. Landscape and interior design - It can be planted in small pots to decorate a
desk for a ref.re'shi'rlg‘ touch indoors, or used to adorn small gardens in shaded areas.
| 3. Traditional Thai medicine - It can be processed into herbal products for health
and disease treatment.
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Ornamental Orchid Species (Jewel Orchid) Found in Thailand

~In Thailand, a wide variety of gem orchids can be found distributed in highly fertile
forests, with the following important species: | |
| 1. Anoectochilus burmannicus It is a rare and endangered terrestrial orchid. Its
characteristics include: 1) rather delicate succulent stem; 2) the leaves are ovate to egg-
shaped, dark purple, and have striking red network veins; 3) it flowers from October to
November; 4) often found aleng stream banks or in rock crevices in densely covered
vegetation in'evergreen forests (Altitudes of 100 meters and above). In other word, it is_
mo’étly found in Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Tak, Loei and Kanchana Buri provinces.
Currently, the population of jem. orchids in the wild is rapidly declining due to
environmental changes and forest encroachment. ‘ ¥ |

2. Anoectochilus roxburghii This orchid is distinguished by its brownish-purple
leaves, which have a copper-coléred, net like pattern. The stem and leaves ‘are covered
with fine hairs with white lips. It grows' well in sandy loam soil with high organic matter
content. This-orchid is found distributed in areas with an altitude of approximately 1,000
meters above sea level, such as near the entrance to Phu Ruea National Park in Loel
Province. ' . | ] ,

3. Anoectochilus siamensis This orchid has dark brown to purplish Ieaves and has a
copper—‘colo're‘d, reticulate pattern; the leaf blades are covered with hairs. The
inflorescence is long, and the pedical and ovary are covered with hairs. It is found in
Kongla district, Phattalung Province, at an altitude of 719-1,000 meters above sea level.
They are commonly found along stream banks and waterways in humid rainforests. It
grows best in sandy loam soil with plenty of organic matter. |

S Goodyera pusilla It is a terrestrial orchid with creeping rhizomes and upright
shoots. The dark green leaves contrast sharply with the reddish-brown reticulate veins.
The flower clusters emerge at the trip of the stem. This varieties are more drought-tolerant
than other groups. It is often found in stream beds in limestone forests, such as in the
Khao Mae Phanthurat area, Kongla district, Phattalung Province. Average elevation 285-
375 meters. ' . |

5. Macodes petola This orchid is characterized by its upright stem and height of

“approximately 10-20 cm. The leaves are green with a golden yellow reticulate venation

pattern. It has reddish-brown petals with yellow edges and white lip. Besides, it is found
along streams or waterfalls in humid forests with clay-sandy soil high in organic matter.
This orchid produces white flowers from July to November. This orchid can be found in
eastern and southern forests such as in the Banthat mountain range and areas of
Phattalun'g Province (Altitudes of 1,000 meters and above) '

6. Ludlisia discolor This orchid has botanical characteristics similar to Macodes
petola. Its succulent stem lies horizontally along the ground, and its leaves are dark.

~reddish-brown to almost black, contrasting with‘lighter brown reticulate veining. It

produces pure white flowers during July-November. This orchid origin'ates in Southeast
Asia. In Thailand, it is commonly found in the eastern and southern regions of, often
growing on rocks near streams or waterfalls in shaded evergreen forests. This orchid
grows well in soil with a high accumulation of organic matter. '

All species of jewel orchids are indicators of the health and abundance of the forest
ecosystem. Promotihg-proper cultivation for commercial and medicinal use of the orchids
is a key approach to helping reduce the harvesting of the ‘orchids from natural forests. In
addition, it is a way to conserve this invaluable plant becomi,ng extinct in Thailand.
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